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NAVIGATION RULES AND AIDS

SECTION

6

© 2003-2020 Ken Cook Co.6-2 l Bass and Pontoon

NAVIGATIONAL LIGHTS AND NIGHT OPERATION
Navigational lights are intended to alert other boats to your presence and course 
and their use is essential to boating safety and the prevention of collisions. 
Knowledge of navigation lights is necessary for the boat operator.

Regulations require that navigational lights be clearly lit and properly displayed at 
all times between sunset and sunrise, and always when operating in reduced 
visibility. Where applicable, lights must appear on the sides, stern, masthead and 
all-around positions.

All navigational rules apply at night, but speed is restricted on many waterways. 
Night boaters must operate at a slow, safe speed and stay clear of all boats, 
regardless of which boat has right-of-way.

Protect your night vision by avoiding bright lights. If possible, have a passenger 
help keep watch for other boats, water hazards, and aids to navigation.

The size, speed and direction of other boats are determined at night by white, green 
and red running lights.

• A green light indicates the starboard side of the boat. Generally, if you see 
a green light on another boat, you have the right-of-way. Hold your course.

• A red light indicates the port side of the boat. Generally, if you see a red 
light on another boat, they have right-of-way and you must yield your 
course.

• If you see both red and green lights, this indicates the boat is pointed 
towards you. Reduce speed and give a wide berth, usually on your port.

• A white light alone with no visible red or green lights indicates a boat at 
anchor and not making headway or a non-powered craft. Reduce speed 
and give a wide berth.

NOTE — “Inland Waters” means the navigable waters of the United States 
shoreward of the navigational demarcation lines dividing the high seas from 
harbors, rivers and other inland waters of the United States and the water of the 
Great Lakes on the United States side of the International Boundary.
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